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adjust wrongly more complex acts to the more complex ends
constituted by other men^s welfares. It is so if he operates
singly to benefit a few others; and it is still more so if he
co-operates with many to benefit all. Making general
happiness the immediate object of pursuit, implies numerous
and complicated instrumentalities officered by thousands of
unseen and unlike persons, and working on millions of
other persons unseen and unlike. Even the few factors in
this immense aggregate of appliances and processes whick
are known, are very imperfectly known; and the great mass
of them are unknown. So that even supposing valuation
of pleasures and pains for the community at large is more
practicable than, or even as practicable as, valuation of his
own pleasures and pains by the individual; yet the ruling of
conduct with a view to the one end is far more difficult than
the ruling of it with a view to the other. Hence if the
method of egoistic hedonism is unsatisfactory, far more un-
satisfactory for the same and kindred reasons, is the method
of universalistic hedonism, or utilitarianism.

And here we come in sight of the conclusion which it
has been the purpose of the foregoing criticism to bring
into view. The objection made to the hedonistic method
contains a truth, but includes with it an untruth. For
while the proposition that happiness, whether individual or
general; is the end of action, is not invalidated by proof that
it cannot under either form be estimated by measurement
of its components; yet it may be admitted that guidance
in the pursuit of happiness by a mere balancing of pleasures
and pains, is, if partially practicable throughout a certain
range of conduct, futile throughout a much wider range. It
is quite consistent to assert that happiness is the ultimate
aim of action, and at the same time to deny that it can.
be reached by making it the immediate aim. I go with
Mr. Sidgwick as far as the conclusion that "we must at least
admit the desirability of confirming or correcting the results
of such comparisons [of pleasures and pains] by any other